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C
anova’s rezzonico plaster lions 
featured, before restoration, in the Summer 

2013 Newsletter, have now emerged gleaming 
from Daniele Angellotto’s care and one is 
shown here, having had its internal supports 
and wooden pedestal repaired and renovated. 
The lions are now ready for the new Canova 
Room being prepared in the Accademia 
Galleries as part of the massive new state- 
funded €26 million reorganisation which will 
double the size of the museum space. 

The fi rst phase of the work was unveiled last 
month and the project has opened up Palladio’s 
magnifi cent courtyard facade of the convent he 
designed for the Lateran Canons. It includes a 
spectacular oval staircase and former sacristy, 
which will be the fi rst of a suite of rooms 
containing the Canova exhibits.    

The gesso lions will be exhibited alongside 
Canova’s bozzetti – clay models – whose 
conservation was funded by Venice in Peril in 
2012. The Accademia delle Belle Arti, which 
was founded in 1750 and is where Canova 
studied and later became an Academician, 
only moved from this site recently. One of its 
most distinguished directors was Leopoldo 
Cicognara, the moving force behind the 1820s 
campaign to raise funds across Europe to build 
Canova’s Monument in the Frari.

Another exhibit will be the Byzantine 
porphyry urn, given to the Accademia delle 

Belle Arti by the Treasury of San Marco on 
Canova’s death, in which the artist’s right 
hand was preserved. The urn, which was given 
neoclassical gilt-brass mounts in the early 
19th century, has also recently undergone 
conservation in the Misericordia laboratories, 
funded by the State.

Canova’s Lions: 
Post-restoration

cover The fi gures of Painting and Architecture, detail from the Canova Monument. Photo by Sarah Quill © 
phptographs © ARECSM Onlus/ John Millerchip/ Sarah Quill/ Superintendency for State Museums in Venice

Spring Events 2014
26 F E B R U A R Y 

Premio Venezia piano recital and reception by kind invitation of Bob and Elisabeth Boas 
at 22 Mansfi eld Street, London W1. Introducing Giulia Rossini, winner of La Fenice piano 

competition. Drinks at 7, concert at 7.30 and reception from 8.30pm. 
£50 (to include £25 donation to Venice in Peril Fund).

10 M A R C H 
Lecture: Jon Whiteley, Honorary Curator in the Department of Western Art, Ashmolean 

Museum, ‘Giorgione: The Great Unknown’, Society of Antiquaries, Burlington House, Piccadilly, 
WC1. Doors open 6.30 lecture begins at 7pm. 

£15 for members £18 for non-members.

31 M A R C H 
Lecture and Reception: Professor Charles Hope, former Director of the Warburg Institute, 

‘Patronage and Piety: the Scuole of Venice’ at the Vintners Hall, London EC4. 
Doors open at 6.30, lecture begins at 7pm with reception afterwards. 

£75 (to include a £50 donation to Venice in Peril Fund).

Tickets available by email or online – see details on back of newsletter.

De a r  f r i e n d  a n d  s u p p o rt e r , 
It is a sunny December morning in 
Calcutta and I am about to enter St 

Paul’s Anglican cathedral, a fi ne early Victorian 
Gothic building with a west window by Edward 
Burne Jones and an impressive colony of 
sparrows living in the rafters of its nave. An 
email fl ashes up on my phone from the Venice 
in Peril offi ce in far-off London, announcing 
that a substantial anonymous bequest has 
been received, completely out of the blue. 
Light of heart, I mount the steps muttering the 
opening line of an old hymn, ‘God moves in a 
mysterious way his wonders to perform’, and, 
once inside, send fervent thanks in the general 
direction of the sparrows.

This astonishingly generous legacy enables 
us to give the go-ahead to the Soprintendenza, 
Venice’s art and architecture conservation 
authority, so that the restoration of the 
monument to Antonio Canova in the basilica of 
the Frari can fi nally begin. The Soprintendenza 
will provide project design and direction 
services to UNESCO, which, through the 
UNESCO-Private Committees Programme, plays 
a key role in running the tendering process and 
the contract, alongside Venice in Peril. It is fi ve 
years since we adopted this project. Now and 
then we have experienced our ‘Can we afford 

it or are we mad?’ moments, but the gifts, both 
large or small, have continued to arrive and we 
have been heartened, particularly during the 
past year, by an increasing  surge of goodwill 
towards us among lovers of Venice and all 
things Venetian, both in Britain and abroad.

Our latest bequest is an outstanding 
example of this humane and liberal 
appreciation, ensuring that Venice in Peril 
sustains its important work on the city’s 
behalf. It does not, however, quite take us to 
our original fundraising target and we are 
hoping to raise the fi nal £50,000 this year. 
You can choose, if you like, to adopt one of 
the monument’s components – an allegorical 
statue (the Sleeping Genius, for instance, 
needs a spot of loving care), the lettering of the 
inscription or the railing around the pyramid. 
Art Pursuits Abroad has started the ball rolling 
by adopting the winged lion. Whatever you 
offer will be hugely valued by us, by admirers 
of Canova, by art-lovers throughout the world 
and, most signifi cant of all, by the Venice you 
have helped to keep in being. We warmly thank 
everyone who has given to the project so far.

j o n at h a n  k e at e s
Chairman of Venice in Peril Fund

 

Go-ahead for Canova Monument:
 Conservation project to begin

The Venice in Peril Fund would like to 
thank all those who have contributed to 
the Canova Monument Appeal, including:

m a j o r  d o n o r s
Anonymous Bequest
Art Pursuits Abroad Ltd
Christine Bayliss
Jennifer Pattison
Charlotte Heber Percy
Pizza Express and the Veneziana Fund
Mr and Mrs Tim Sanderson
The Hon Anna Somers Cocks, OBE, FSA
Venice Simplon Orient-Express

d o n o r s
Colin Amery
Ian Andrews
Geoffrey Collens
George and Margaret Trotter 

Charitable Trust
Bernard Gillman

Peter Goodwin
Amanda Gutteridge
Michael Jeffs
Janet Jones
Kirker Holidays
Professor Giulio Lepschy
Lisson Gallery
Marlborough Fine Art (London) Ltd
Martin Randall Travel
John Melville-Jones
Anthony Mitchell
Adrian Platt
Venice Marathon Runners 2012 
(Nicola Eagles, Harry Fairhead, 
Louis Mayes, Max Hardy, Katarina 
Klebba, Maxwell Malden, 
Robert Wareham)

pat r o n s  o f  t h e  a p p e a l
The Duke of Devonshire KCVO, 

CBE, DL
The Marquess of Douro, OBE DL
Hugh Honour FRSL
Dr David Landau

We would also like to thank Bernard Gillman, 
a longstanding Friend of the Fund, for his generosity in sponsoring 
both the 2013 Summer Newsletter and this Spring 2014 Newsletter. 

if  you are interested in supporting the fund’s  activities  or specific  projects, please do get  in touch.
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